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 The Badger didn’t pull out an Acme-handy
-dandy-MTBe-detector-o-meter that enabled it 
to figure out where the MTBe came from.  
 
 The facts were gathered from files of the 
Merced County Department of Environmental 
Health (MCDEH) and a government website 
called GeoTracker (Fig. 1a and 1b on pages 
4 and 5). 
 
 The Badger doesn’t actually wonder why 
brainiac city leaders are spending money on 
an outside environmental firm as Councilman 
Faria states, “to determine the best course of 
action to take regarding our water supplies 
and the Los Banos Foods water supply 
contract.”   
 
 There is no insight that can be provided 
by an environmental remediation firm about 
discounting a water contract from the City to 
Los Banos Foods.   
 
 But, they certainly can provide the City of 
Los Banos with a whopper of a bill to listen to 
stupid questions.  (Take a look at an old 
newspaper article called “Lodi’s Losing 
Gamble” on page 37 for a glimpse of the 
future. Los Banos’ civil servants seem to be 
going down the same path as Lodi.)   

(MTBe, see page 3) 

 Overview:  The Badger has been waiting 
for uncivil civil servants and their buddies at 
McClatchy Newspapers since the October 2007 
issue “The Buck Stops Here!” to fall into their 
own stew. 
 
 It takes patience.  Letters become the 
metaphorical “paper trail” for you now to follow. 
 
  But, before we jot on down the paper trail 
with newcomers to the story, let’s briefly recap 
what’s gone on so far.  
 
 In October 
2007, The 
Badger was the 
first to inform 
citizens that 
California Dairies’ 
Los Banos Foods 
(LBF) at 1155 
Pacheco Blvd 
had their water well contaminated with MTBe 
(Methyl tertiary-butyl ether). 
 
 Readers learned that the contamination had 
been due to a leaking underground fuel storage 
tank belonging to the corporate owned Chevron 
at 1164 Pacheco Blvd, directly across the street 
from LBF.   
 

“SILENCE IS 
GOLDEN” 

 First coined by 
John D. Rockefeller, it 
means “no apology to 
the public is necessary.”     
 A buddy of his, 
William Vanderbilt,  
chimed in with the crass 
up yours line of “the 

public be damned.”  
 They’re likely chanted by McClatchy 
Newspapers, owner of The Los Banos 
Enterprise and The Merced Sun Star, while 
sucking up political advertising dollars for 
covering up uncivil civil servants’ hi-jinks. 
 The current civil servant cover up by 
McClatchy concerns the deadly toxin 
MTBe and a public claim filed against 
Merced County officials by Mr. Marion 
Santos, owner of Santos Ford/Toscano RV 
(biggest payer of  LB City Sales Taxes). 
 Our story picks up on Christmas Day 
‘07 when the LBE slipped in an article with 
gross omissions of relevant facts 
concerning the quest of California Dairies 
Inc./Los Banos Foods seeking a reduction 
of approximately $160,000.00 of its water 
rate to survive the MTBe contamination.    
 City councilmen are going along with a 
ruse to let corporate Chevron and erstwhile 
Merced County uncivil civil servants off the 
liability hook under the guise of helping 
CDI/LBF.  The worst is yet to come from 
the mouths of  City officials.  Read on. 
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by Gene Forte 
  

 In every Badger, I try to 
nutshell my thoughts for 
easy reading of 
intertwining events taking 
place.  If I do so too much, 
the essence of what I 

believe is important for citizens to consider 
is lost.  Details are important in my telling 
stories.  It is for that reason that I have 
decided to finally write a full length book. 

 
 The theme “Silence is Golden” is 

meant to convey that the media you have 
been conditioned to trust to keep a watchful 
eye on government actually works in 
tandem with civil servants to conceal the 
corruption.  My interview with the associate 
Dean of the USC Annenberg School of 
Journalism gives insight to the image of 
journalists in our culture.  Images are in 
most cases not reality and more like 
mirages. 

 
The media’s pay off is political 

advertising and all of the benefits of being 
the propaganda machine for what I call are 
the good ol’ boys.  As example, few citizens 
realize that the vast majority of all media in 
the country is controlled by a handful of 
media moguls.  

 
 For all intents 
and purposes, it is 
a government 
sanctioned 
monopoly for the 
government’s 
benefit.  It is the 

media who gets politicians elected by coyly 
brainwashing you into voting for who the 
government wants you to elect.  Citizens 
walk away thinking that they made an 
informed decision based upon what the 
media informed them of.  Remember, from 
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington to Tomorrow 
Never Dies, it was the media mogul that 
controlled everything. 

 
You will be given glimpses as to how the 

Grand Jury system, which is supposed to be 
under the control of citizens, is not and is 
just another sham.  Across the next months, 

“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

you are welcomed to witness exactly 
how far out of control our civil servants 
are as The Badger continues to pull back 
the curtain on civil servants of Merced 
County and the State of California 

 
 In this Badger, you will see the 

actual emails/letters between me and 
City officials revealing what I consider 
their nonsensical game of avoiding 
answering questions directly.   

 
 The Councilman Faria merry-go-

round is a good example, and I am 
greatly 
disappointed 
with Councilman 
Faria thus far.   I 
have been run 
around by far 
more artful 
dodgers than 

Councilman Faria, and I am hopeful that 
he will change his ways.  I would like to 
think that there is still hope for him, but I 
cannot say anything positive unless I 
actually see the proof by his actions. 

 
 Readers may recall that I had at one 

time publicly stated that I thought Faria 
had the potential of being a fine mayor.  I 
now take that back and reassess my 
position.  Councilman Faria is emulating 
what he thinks makes a good politician 
by not giving straight answers, and 
always feeling strongly both ways.  Good 
politicians make poor representatives of 
the people.   

 
Perhaps, my first opinions were 

prejudiced by my watching him sing and 
play the piano so beautifully at church, 
and the fact that I like him personally. 

 
You will find a 

letter that I have 
authored to Mr. 
David O’Reilly, CEO 
of Chevron (Page 
59) and a letter to 
Mr. William Vaughn 
City attorney (Pg. 
60),  trying to avert City officials from 
tossing $160,000.00 of city revenues out 
the window to help Chevron out.  

 
 
Silence is Golden delves into 

newspapers getting political advertising 
bucks.  It shows how McClatchy 
Newspapers/Los Banos Enterprise has 
kept concealed Marion Santos’ claim 
made against Merced County civil 

servants that he alleges tried to 
muscle him out of money to cover up 
their playing footsy with Chevron. 

 
Lost in Space is where The Los 

Banos Enterprise travels when 
information about uncivil civil servants 
is dropped in their lap.  Citizens are 
told nothing about it. 

 
 Would you Believe…. asks if you 

really think that the City officials did 
not read, or know 
about the content of 
The Buck Stops 
Here! from October 
2007 which went 
into detail about the 
MTBe contamination 
of Los Banos Foods 
by the corporate owned Chevron. 

 
Elsie & Los Banosans v. The 500lb 

Gorilla talks about the clout of 
Chevron to have cases dismissed 
against them because Supreme Court 
Justices own their stock and how the 
influence comes right here to Merced 
County to affect citizens’ 
pocketbooks. 

 
Tommy Jones Sued makes 

citizens aware of the lawsuit filed 
against Mr. Tommy Jones, not as 
Mayor of the City but as an individual 
and clarifies that the City of Los 
Banos has not been sued. 

 
The Cookie Crumbles gives my 

perspective on the Charles “Cookie” 
Thornton killing of civil servants in 
Kirkwood, Missouri. 

 
Don’t be intimidated by the size 

and please be patient as you may 
need to jump from page to page to 
follow the story.  The Badger is made 
to be read over and over.  Each time 
you read it, you may think about 
something in a way that you didn’t 
consider before. 

 
The next few months are going to 

find me knee deep in civil servant 
alligators I am wrestling, and I make 
no promises as to when or how soon 
another Badger will be available. 

 
But, The Badger always comes out 

when the good ol’ boys least expect it.   
 

THE END 



THE ENTERPRISE LOST IN SPACE? 
   
 So where was McClatchy Newspapers’ 
The Los Banos Enterprise and the Merced 
Sun Star while all of 
this was going on?   
 
 Well, besides 
gathering up political 
advertising bucks to 
sucker you into 
voting, one of their 
reporters was calling 
The Badger to find 
out how bad it was for 
their good ol’ boy civil 
servant buddies.  
 
 On October 17th, 2007, Reporter Scott 
Jason of McClatchy Newspapers/Merced Sun
-Star asked if The Badger would provide the 
proof that Merced County DA threatened 
Santos with criminal prosecution.  Within 
hours, Jason had the information, and The 
Badger has not heard from Jason since, 
despite multiple requests.  See Fig. 2a (below 
and 2b—2f (page 6-8). 
 
 Santos was contacted by 
Jason who referred Jason to 
The Badger article “The 
Buck Stops Here!”  Gene 
Lieb of the Los Banos 
Enterprise told Santos that 
Jason was doing a story on 
the MTBe contamination of Los Banos Foods 
and the county claim of Santos. 
 
 Lieb told Santos that Jason said he had 
talked to all of the other people involved, such 
as District Attorney Morse, and was just 
waiting to speak with Santos again.  Santos 
never heard from Jason again.  
   
 No story ever materialized. 

(MTBe, see page 7) 

 
 
 

NOW HERE’S AN IDEA! 
 
 Now, here’s an idea for our City Hall civil 
servants, or maybe it’s just too wild!   But, 

since it might gain about 
$160,000.00 in water 
revenues for the city, 
maybe it’s worth a shot? 
 
 Why don’t our civil 
servants have City 
Attorney Bill Vaughn call 
the corporate Chevron 

offices and tell them to pay the City of Los 
Banos the difference between the regular 
business water rate and the discounted 
water rate contract they plan to give to Los 
Banos Foods? 
 
 What if Chevron asks, “Why should 
they?” 
 
 Have Mr. Vaughn clip out a copy Fig, 1a 
of  GeoTracker (page 4) that shows that the 
Merced County Department of  
Environmental Health (MCDEH) determined  
that the MTBe contamination to LBF was 
caused by Chevron. 
 
 Mr. Vaughn is a plenty smart and frugal 
fella.  He may even suggest the City save 
the long distance call to Chevron and his 
billable time and ask that Los Banos Foods 
call them instead to ask for the check 
directly. 
 
 If my idea is too complicated for 
Councilman Faria and the other geniuses at 
City Hall to grasp,  maybe citizens should 
consider throwing the whole bunch out and 
start from scratch.  Citizens certainly 
wouldn’t be losing anything. 

(MTBe, from page 1)  
IT’S A COVER-UP STUPID! 

 
  You know when things just don’t make 
sense, there is usually a very simple 
explanation.  
  

 In this case, it all boils down to our own city 
civil servants trying to cover the butts of other 
county civil servants that The Badger caught 
trying to muscle Marion Santos. 
 
 The Badger reported that Santos filed a 
Merced County Claim against the MCDEH and 
the Merced County District Attorney’s office. 
 
 The claim alleged Santos had been 
threatened with criminal prosecution to cover 
up the malfeasance or incompetence of 
MCDEH in handling the remediation of the 
MTBe contamination to the Los Banos Food  
wells caused by the corporate owned Chevron 
station at 1164 Pacheco Blvd. 
 
  After the Badger report came out, Santos’ 
claim was rejected by the county in November 
’07.  It was not rejected after any investigation,  
but by what is called “operation of law.”   
 
 It is a sleight of hand whereby civil servants 
avoid holding other civil servants accountable 
by letting the period to take action lapse, and 
the rejection becomes automatic.  
 

“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

Fig. 2a—Email to Jason after his call to Gene Forte.  Jason received the information confirming DDA Maclear threat. 



“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

Fig. 1a—Geotracker Luft Report—Risk Management from http://geotracker.swrcb.ca.gov/reports for Corporate Chevron located at 1164 
Pacheco Blvd.  It cannot get any clearer that the corporate Chevron is responsible for contaminating the Los Banos Foods processing facility 
water well with MTBe.  Councilman Faria said that he didn't’ ask MCDEH about it because he knew already.  He later contradicted himself. 

 



“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

Fig. 1b—Geotracker Luft Report—Risk Management from http://geotracker.swrcb.ca.gov/reports for Santos Chevron (listed as 
Santos Texaco) located at 1009 E. Pacheco Blvd.  Santos did not contaminate LBF with MTBe.   

 



“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

Fig. 2b-2d—Emails to  Jason requesting an interview as to why McClatchy has not reported upon the Merced County claim of San-
tos saying that civil servant  DDA Maclear threatened  Santos with criminal prosecution.   Maclear denied he did and says he could-
n’t. 



 
WOULD YOU BELIEVE…….. 

 
 That after over 
7,000 copies of 
“The Buck Stops 
Here!” were 
distributed 
throughout Los 
Banos (including 
City Hall) and 
downtown 
businesses for over 
two months, none of 
the city council 
members knew about the MTBe problem at 
Los Banos Foods reported by The Badger? 
 
 Councilman Tom Faria was quoted as 
saying,  

 

(MTBe,  from page 3)  “I knew we had an arsenic problem around 
here, but I hadn’t heard about an MTBe 
problem.”  

 
 Los Banos Public Works Director Dwayne 
Chisam declared,  

 
 “The MTBe problem likely comes from gas 
stations that used to be located on Pacheco 
Boulevard near Los Banos Foods.” 
 
 Mayor Jones was quoted saying (and 
came darn close to uttering a coherent 
sentence), 

 
 “I think anytime we're looking at a way to 
retain our businesses it's definitely in the right 
direction." 
 
 The Enterprise article said,  
 
 “City Manager Steve Rath has publicly 

stated that Los Banos Foods is the city’s 
largest tax provider, adding further 
incentive to accommodate the business.” 
  
 Councilman Mike Villalta, not wanting to 
appear to be snoozing at the wheel, 
questioned Chisam whether allowing Los 
Banos Foods to use 500,000 gallons of 
water a day would increase citizens’ water 
rates.  Chisam reportedly assured Villalta it 
would not.  

 

 
(MTBe, see page 8) 

(Note:  The Badger was not at the 
council meeting and is relying upon 
the purported accuracy of the 
December 25th, 2007 article by The 
LB Enterprise.)  

“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

Fig. 2e—Fourth email requesting failure of McClatchy Newspapers to report.  McClatchy continues to cover up any allegations of 
civil servants malfeasance with private remediation firms.  



Fig. 2f—Final email to Scott Jason.  If you want to get a few laughs, you should listen to Jason in the audio explaining what his 
story is about.  Jason, in a report about higher prices for Christmas in Merced County, told citizens to expect the prices of Xmas 
lights to go up to $5.00 per hundred.  I got mine for $1 buck a hundred at Lowes.  My point is the man is moronic. 

said he was going to be putting together a 
joint response, went missing in action until 
February 6th, 2008.  
 
 Take the time to compare the letter sent 
to Chisam (Fig. 3, page 10) and his response, 
(Figure 4, page 11) which basically was 
nothing short of irrelevant blah, blah.  My 
response is on Figure 4b, page 12. 
 
 You should also keep in mind that the 
package of information Chisam was 
presented clearly indicated with supporting 
documentation that The City of Los Banos 
should not be offering to pay any damages 
caused to Los Banos Foods by the corporate 
owned Chevron. 

 
 When The Badger sends an email to a 
civil servant that should be able to be 
answered with a simple response, it becomes 
a painstaking game of cat and mouse.  One 
email leads to another and ultimately to no 

(MTBe, see page 9) 

SERGEANTS FARIA, 
VILLATA, RATH, 

CHISAM & JONES, ET 
AL. 

 
 The Badger was 
scratching its whiskers 
wondering how not one 
of the civil servants 
quoted in the LBE saw 
nothing, heard nothing, 
and knew nothing about 
the extensive Badger 
article concerning Los 
Banos Foods and the 
MTBe problem.  
  
 In an effort to help City civil servants find 
out what they missed, The Badger sent Faria, 
Villalta, Rath, and Chisam the letter found at 
Figure 3, page 10, with a copy of The Badger.   

 
 The package that was given to the civil 

(MTBe, from page 7) servants in question was a duplicate of one 
sent to Judge Hugh Flanagan, Supervising 
Judge to the Merced County Grand Jury.  

 
 The letter to Judge Flanagan requested 
an investigation of the tampering with both 
the Merced County Claim process and a 
Merced County Grand Jury Complaint by 
Merced County Supervisor Jerry O’Banion 
and Merced County Counsel James Fincher. 

 
 Not to leave you on a cliff hanger, but you 
can peruse the first two pages of the letter to 
Judge Flanagan at Figure 5, page 14-15 and 
his response, Figure 6, page 16.  
 
  It will be covered in more detail in future 
Badgers.  A brief glimpse of what will be 
addressed can be garnered from the article 
entitled, “Merced County Grand Jury Useless 
as Teets on A Boar.” 
 
 To date, Villalta and Rath have not 
responded directly in any way.  Chisam, who 

“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 



contamination come from? 
 
 Now, it did astound me quite frankly.  I 
did send a letter to Mr. Chism, Mr. Villalta, 
Mr. Rath, Mr. Faria.  Mr. Rath has not 
responded to it.  Mr. Chism has not 
responded to it.  Mr. Chism said he was 
going to make a joint response for everyone.   
 
 I asked him, ‘Did they happen to read the 
Badger Flats Gazette?  Did any of their 
constituents tell them about it?’  About 7,000 
editions were spread out.   
 
 Copies were sent to the City Attorney, 
Bill Vaughn.  There are stacks right here, and 
my God, nobody heard about it.   
 
 But you know, Mr. Cotta, who is head of 
the California Dairy Food operation out of 
Turlock, he read the Gazette and he knew 
about it!  Know what I really believe?   
 
 I believe the members of the City Council 
already knew that there was contamination at 
Los Banos Foods, and I think they should 
suggest to the Corporate Chevron Gas 
Station, before we lower the rate, that they 
should put out the dime for it.  
 
 Why should we pay for it?  Why should 
we pay for the loss that is caused to our city, 
or now to Los Banos Foods, because of 
Chevron?  Make them the responsible 
parties, and let’s not go ahead and skirt 
around the issue. 
 
If there are any questions about any of this, I 
have some more copies of the Badger Flats 
Gazette.   
 
 It will tell you who you can contact – the 
person’s name is Mr. Eric Swenson at the 
Merced County Department of Health.  He 
was in charge of it.  If you’d like to see the 
documents, over 15,000 documents I’ve 
reviewed, that were written by them stating 
that it does come from the Chevron gas 
station across the street, then I think we’ve 
just gone ahead and saved the city about 

$160,000 and gained about $160,000 in 
revenue, if everybody goes ahead and makes 
sure they don’t try to hide the issue.   
 
 In closing, and I appreciate the time, but, 
Mr. Rath, I expect answers to questions when 
I send them to you, as I do to every city 
councilman also.  That’s all I ask. 
 
 The next issue of the Badger Flats 
Gazette will include all the emails, and it’s 
going to be a scorcher letting people know 
how things are not being reported correctly.   
 
 At the Los Banos Enterprise, they didn’t 
say anything about the Merced County claim 
by Mr. Marion Santos.  By the way, 
Supervisor Jerry O’Banion is going to have a 
complaint filed against him.  For what?  
Tampering with the Merced County claim 
process and a grand jury investigation.  But 
that is an entirely another story. 
 
 Thank you all for your time.  Any 
questions?” 
 
 Mayor Jones:  “Thank you for your 
comments.” 

“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

copies of it to the City Council meeting on 
January 16, 2008. 
 
 And, just to make sure that my point was 
clear concerning liability regarding the MTBe 
issue at Los Banos Foods, I said the following 
publicly during the “open mike” period (see 
below):                   THE END 

understandable response from 
civil servants but only double 
speak.  For an examples of this 

“double speak,” also see Forte’s exchange  
with Faria (Figure 7, beginning on page 18) 
and letter to the Water Board, Mr. Warren 
Gross (Figure 4c, page 13).   

 
BADGER VENTURES OUT OF DEN 

 
 There is nothing that the Badger dislikes 

(MTBe, from page 8) more than 
venturing out to a 
meeting and 
watching civil 
servants jerking 
citizens’ chains.   
 

But, in an effort to make sure there would be 
no chance of plausible deniability (see 
definition below) by the esteemed civil 
servants of Los Banos of what was contained 
in the “Buck Stops Here!”, I brought about 50 

Plausible deniability is the term 
given to the creation of loose and 
informal chains of command in gov-
ernments and other large organiza-
tions.  [Badger’s comment:  In other 
words, no clear line of responsibility 
is made].   
 
In the case that assassinations, 
false flag or black ops, or any other 
illegal or otherwise disreputable 
and unpopular activities become 
public, high-ranking officials may 
deny any connection to or aware-
ness of such act, or the agents 
used to carry out such act. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Plausible_deniability 

Los Banos City Council Meeting on January 
16, 2008, Gene Forte speaking: 

 
“Hello, Council, Mayor.   
 
My name is Gene Forte.  I 
want to talk about and 
make comment about an 
article that came out in the 
Los Banos Enterprise, I 

believe on December 25th, regarding a matter 
that the City Council and city has taken 
under consideration— discounting the water 
rate, the business rate, to Los Banos Foods of 
California Dairies due to a contamination of 
MTBe inside of the well. 
 
 Mr. Chism, the public works director, 
said inside of the interview that he thought 
that the contamination was coming from a 
gas station that used to be on Pacheco Blvd.   
 
 Mr. Faria said that he was aware of 
arsenic problems in Los Banos but not of any 
MTBe contamination.   
 
 Mr. Villalta said that he wanted to make 
sure that everything was put on the table 
because he wanted to make sure the water 
aquifer wasn’t somehow depleted more 
rapidly due to the water that was going to be 
used by Los Banos Foods.   
 
 It just so happened that in October of 
2007, the Badger Flats Gazette had made an 
extensive article about the MTBe 
contamination at the Los Banos Foods.  It 
provided inside of it the information that the 
contamination was caused by the Los Banos 
Chevron located at 1164 E. Pacheco Blvd.  
That’s directly across the street. 
 
 That wasn’t my determination, that was 
determined by Merced County Department of 
Environmental Health.  Therefore, I would 
suggest that the council, before it considers 
going ahead and lowering the water rate to a 
business or any business in town, should go 
ahead and ask the question, where did the 



Figure 3—Letter sent with a copy of the Badger Flats Gazette, The Buck Stops Here, along with a document which Council-
man Faria referred to it as  “a comprehensive and well-assembled collection of relevant materials that deserves my attention.” 
Faria then acts like he has no clue that the MTBe contamination was caused by the corporate Chevron. 
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Figure 4—Response from Chisam that is not responsive to my letter.   

“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

Figure 4a—Email to City Attorney Bill Vaughn. 



“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

Figure 4b—My  response to Chisam’s email (Fig. 4), page 11. 

  THE DA VINCI CODE:  WHY THE GRAND JURY PROCESS DOESN’T WORK 
 
(1) Each fall, applications for service are received by the Jury Commissioner and reviewed by the Grand Jury 
Judge. 
 
(2) By court policy, and at the discretion of the Grand Jury Judge, up to seven members of the previous year’s jury 

may serve a second term to provide continuity. 
 
 (3) The Grand Jury Judge appoints a foreperson to preside at meetings. 
 
(4) Some subjects to be investigated are brought about by letters from citizens regarding complaints of alleged mistreatment by officials, 

suspicion of misconduct, or governmental inefficiencies. Such complaints are kept confidential. 
 
(5) A large portion of the public mistakenly believes that an individual appearing before the Civil Grand Jury, particularly a public official, 

suggests malfeasance or misfeasance. This entails having public officials appear before the jury to provide information to the jury 
relative to their departments or offices. 

 
(6) The Grand Jury Judge, the District Attorney, the County Counsel, and the State Attorney General act as advisors, but cannot limit 

actions of the jury, except for illegality. 
 
(7) Members of a Grand Jury are sworn to secrecy, thus assuring all who appear that their complaints will be handled in an entirely con-

fidential manner. 
 
(8) The law provides that every Grand Juror must keep secret all evidence adduced before the Grand Jury, anything said by a Grand 
Juror, or the manner in which a Grand Juror may have voted on a matter. By law, it is a misdemeanor to violate the secrecy of the Grand 
Jury room. A Grand Juror must not confide any information concerning testimony of witnesses or action of the jury even to a spouse or 
close friend. “Leaks” concerning Grand Jury proceedings inevitably will impair or even destroy the effectiveness of Grand Jury efforts. 

Panel 40:  EXCERPT of lines from the Merced County Grand Jury website.  (See article page 46) 
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Figure 4c—Email to Mr. Warren Gross of the California State Water Board asking two simple questions. 
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Figure 5—1st page of letter to Judge Hugh Flanagan. 



“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

Figure 5—2nd page of letter to Judge Hugh Flanagan, Supervising Judge of Merced County Grand Jury and the 
puppeteer. 



Figure 6—Response from Judge Flanagan to letter written him in Figure 5, page 14.  There has been no response from the 
Grand Jury.  They probably asked County Counsel Fincher if they can indict him and O’Banion.  I bet Fincher told them no.  
What do you think? 

“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 
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THE ZEN OF 
 BUILDING A 

BADGER CPO 
TRAP 

(a tongue-in cheek 
tutorial by Gene Forte) 

 
 It’s time to learn how to build a formidable 
Badger Certified CPO Trap to defend your 
property, possessions, and loved ones 
against pesky marauding CPO’s (corrupt 
public officials).   
 
  The CPO’s nature not to hold each 
other accountable has created a virtual CPO 
population explosion now leading to a 
marauding frenzy.  
 
 Notwithstanding the CPO’s best efforts to 
cover their looting and pillaging of citizens, 8 
out of 10 Americans do not trust the 
government any farther than they could toss 
the Washington Monument.  
   
 This is why you should pay close attention 
to the fine art of building a Badger Certified 
CPO Trap.  The old motto “an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure” should 
be heeded. 
 
 Remember, patience is a 
virtue and practice makes 
perfect (and don’t give a dirty-
rotten-CPO a second 
chance).  Feel at peace and 
as confident as a young Kwai 
Chang Caine (the kick-butt 
Kung Fu-ing grasshopper).  
Be the trap because no 
matter what you do to avoid it, you will always 
be the prey for the CPO. 
 
 Realize that while you can practice 
“peace, love, dove” like a Flower Power child 
from Haight Ashbury, you have another life 
force within you.  You will possess the Ch’i  to 
metaphorically destroy several eternal organs 
of the scavenging CPO without getting blood 
on your flowers.  Everything you need to know 
is already inside of you.  
 

BEWARE TO WATCH YOUR BACK!  
Your Badger Certified CPO Trap is 

defending you against a dark force 
that will show you no mercy during its 
attack, or in its escape from the trap. 

  
 Remember, just because you’re 
paranoid, it doesn’t mean there isn’t 
somebody out there trying to get you. 
 
 Now, let’s get started by first getting your 
mind set with the proper attitude. 
 

ZEN Rules to Follow for a Successful 
CPO Trapping Experience 

  
Rule 1:  Don’t go out looking for trouble or 

become over anxious about trapping a 
CPO.  Just like a Boy Scout, be 
prepared.  Focus upon living a good life 
and attempt to reap the benefits of your 
hard work.  The more successful you 
are, the more enticing you become to 
the parasitical CPO.  The CPO will find 
you. 

 

Rule 2: Do not break or stretch any laws.  
The CPO has the ability when trapped 
by you during their attack to make it 
appear that you are breaking the law, 
not them.  Do not give them any 
ammunition.  Learn to weather their low 
punches, personal attacks, and not 
playing by the laws which you, on the 
other hand, must strictly follow.  It may 
sound corny, but the truth ultimately 
does comes out, even though it may be 
only after your death. 

 
Rule 3: Don’t become discouraged.  When 

friends, relatives, and the general public 
tell you that you are waging a losing 
battle, life is short, you can’t fight city 
hall, etc., go out and get a copy of the 
“Impossible Dream.”  Think about every 
movie you have seen, 
or book you have read 
where the good guy 
runs from the bad 
guys.  You will find it a 
very, very short list. 

 
         Remind nay-sayers 

that “A coward dies a thousand deaths, 
a hero just once.”  Consider getting 
some new friends.  Try to get rid of your 
relatives by singing the Impossible 
Dream off tune to them every time they 
come around while glaring at them 
maniacally with a kitchen pot on your 
head.  

 
Rule 4:   Be compassionate, but not a sap.  

Accept that the CPO’s are nasty little 
creatures that can’t help themselves.  
Simultaneously, accept that if you allow 
them to get away with harming you, 
they will wander down the road to hurt 
the next person.  If you don’t do 

something to try to correct the error of their 
ways, then you are enabling them. 

 
Rule 5: Don’t feel guilty about crushing them.  

Remember not to seek vengeance or 
retribution.  Always try to wipe the smile off 
your face if you fantasize about them 
being tarred and feathered or beheaded in 
your dreams.  Rest assured, it will never 
happen in real life no matter how many 
times you pray for it, or how many curses 
you cast upon them.  (If you do know any 
good curses that have been found useful, 
The Badger would be interested in hearing 
about them). 

 
Rule 6: If Rules 1-5 don’t blow your hair back, 

or are not your cup of tea, when you go to 
sleep at night, consider yourself a 
gladiator fighting for your life.  Make those 
CPO’s that tried to steal from you rue the 
day they were ever born. 

 
BARE ESSENTIALS FOR CPO TRAPPING 

  
1. BAIT: CPO’s are not 
finicky stealers.  They are 
attracted to anything you have 
of value, or the prospect of 
having, that is not theirs, i.e., 

money, property, or your access to it via 
relatives, family, friends or associates. 
Remember they will find you. 

 
2. EQUIPMENT: Typewriter, computer, or 

other word processing device that will 
allow you to type letters to build what is 
called a “paper trail.” 

 
3. PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT: 

Hand held recording device 
to turn on anytime you meet 
with a CPO with other CPO’s 
that say they want to help 
you with your problem. 

 
4. EMERGENCY FIRST 
AID KIT:  A rubber mallet, 
tiny pin, or low voltage cattle 
prod, to either hit, prick or 
shock yourself anytime you 
start thinking that another 

CPO is going to go against another CPO 
you trapped stealing from you.  

 
5. BACK-UP MEDICAL SUPPLIES:  A large 

sledge hammer, ice pick, or high voltage 
cattle prod that could barbecue one of 
Tommy Lewis’ herd instantly.  Use it on 
yourself if you start checking McClatchy 
Newspapers’ The Los 
Banos Enterprise to see if 
they have reported upon 
the information you gave 
them about the CPO you 
trapped. 

 
REMEMBER:  PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT 

 
The art of trapping corrupt  public officials is all 
in the power of the pen and the heart. THE END 

Digging For The 
Truth 

Minute Badgers In Basic Training 



ELSIE & LOS BANOSANS 
 VS. THE 500lb. GORILLA, ET AL. 

A Commentary by Gene Forte 
 

 Recently, a 
California Supreme 
Court case against 
Chevron was dismissed 
due to the Appellate 

justices owning stock in Chevron.   
Therefore, after 10 years of litigation and 
without legal finality to the case, it just  
vanished off the books. 
 
 Hundreds of  
Lockheed workers that 
had claimed physical 
ailments from working 
with Chevron chemicals 
are now left out in the 
cold.   
 
 Many Americans are unable to grasp 
the severity of such an anomaly.  
Professors at law schools say only, “It’s 
very odd” making sure not to incur the 
wrath of California Chief Supreme Court 
Justice Ronald George. 
 
 All Chief Justice George said was, 
"This is a very unusual situation, and I 
hope it doesn't recur."   What a crock! 
 
 The odds of the 
Supreme Court 
granting a hearing 
about a case is 
extremely rare.  But 
then to dismiss the case, because the 
justices think that it would give the 
appearance of bias if they heard the case 
because they own stock in Chevron, is a 
cartoon from the Far Side. 
 

 Don’t you think 
their action of 
dismissing the case 
without a hearing is 
worse?   It is outright 
biasness and prejudice 
in favor of Chevron that 

they own stock in.  Think about it. 
  
 It should give you a brain freeze.  
The case cannot be appealed to the 
Federal Court because there are 
allegedly no Federal issues.  It shouldn’t 
take a rocket scientist to figure out that 
the act of  Chief Justice George and the 
California Supreme Court dismissing the 
case without a hearing should be the 
Federal issue itself. 

(ELSIE, see page 19) 

“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

Figure 7—Series of emails with City Councilman Tom Faria.  Come get on the merry-go-round. 



 There is an interesting 
issue that arises, though, 
in trying to hold Chief 
Justice George and his 
band of scallywags 

accountable.  It is called absolute judicial 
immunity and a whole other topic. 
 
 It is no wonder why California 
Dairies/Los Banos Foods would rather 
come to the City of Los 
Banos with hat in hand 
requesting a lowering of 
the business water rate 
than butt heads with 
Chevron.  

 
 Los Banos Foods 
certainly cannot look for help from 
Merced County Department of 
Environmental Health officials caught 
draining the Underground Storage Tank 
Fund under the guise of protecting 
citizens from MTBe.  
 

 Other elected civil 
servants such as Los 
Banos City Councilmen 
who want-to-be future-
Mayors will adhere to 
the code of silence of 
other civil servants with 
the McClatchy Gang 
riding shotgun and 

sheering the sheep for their future votes. 
 

 Should California Dairies/Los Banos 
Foods be afforded the respect and the 
help of a community that it helped in so 
many ways for so many years?   
 Absolutely.  
 
 The best way the 
citizens of Los Banos 
can help Los Banos 
Foods and themselves is 
not by slitting open a 
green vein, but by not 
letting the rampaging 
Chevron Gorilla, corrupt civil servants, 
and McClatchy Newspapers get away 
with the nonsense they’re trying to pull. 
  
 California, when ranked according to 
gross revenues, is the 6th largest nation 
in the world.  It is being run by corrupt 
government officials that would be put 
on trial in other countries (if they were 
lucky), found guilty of corruption, and 
then summarily executed.  I kid you not. 
 

(ELSIE, from page 18) 

(ELSIE, see page 20) 

“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 

Figure 7—Continued series of emails with City Councilman Tom Faria. 

 



 The thing that keeps 
them in power is the 
media that falsely calms 
the citizens and doesn’t 
squeal on them while 
the judicial industry 

suckers Californians out of billions of 
dollars in legal fees in the courts 
seeking the elusive butterfly of justice.   
 
      The real hell of the matter is that 
every other state in the union follows 
the same pattern of California.  I hate to 
say it, but the government is corrupt 
and quite frankly needs to be 
overthrown.   

  
 Citizens feel 
helpless in not 
knowing where to 
start to take our 
country back and are 
fooled into thinking 
that their vote in an 

election really counts.  It doesn’t and 
when you do vote, you’re just 
encouraging the continued abuse of a 
government that has run its course. 
 

 Don’t 
underestimate the 
power of the people, 
but don’t be fooled by 
thinking that any 
politician you vote for 

really has your interest at heart.  You’re 
nothing but a bobble on a string that he, 
or she, is able to display showing they 
got you fooled and under control. 

 
The conundrum for MCDEH is that 

it would also have to admit that they 
did in fact bungle the endless 
“remediation assessment” with private 
billion dollar remediation firms, such as 
Tetra Tech, Inc.  Tetra Tech has now 
sued Marion Santos to try and collect 
over $300,000.00 of remediation 
assessment they claim he owes.    

 
Santos says that Tetra Tech knew 

the work was not needed; he was over 
charged and fraudulently coerced into a 
contract by the Merced County District 
Attorney’s Office with his own 
attorneys, Somach, Simmons and Dunn 
that had an undisclosed marketing 
scheme relationship with Tetra Tech 
called TerraLocator. 

 
There will be a MCDEH civil 

(ELSIE, from page 19) 
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